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Summer guests to the Quayle Center often
bring stories to share, much to the delight of staff.
“I have met many people over the years who
are eager to share their personal stories,” said Executive Director, Daniel Johns. “There are the fans
of various office holders who love to talk about the
history of the VP’s, but I’ve also had a number of
guests whose stories go a little deeper than most.”
This past summer, Johns recalls two visitors in
particular. The first was assigned to the military
guard for George Herbert Walker Bush.
“He really enjoyed talking about the former
President and the various spots around the world
to which he was assigned. There is a lot of preparation work that goes with a Presidential visit. It
was interesting to listen to him recall those times.
He said he always appreciated the kindness and
grace of the President he served.”
In August, Johns met a former secret service
agent who was assigned to the Quayle Family
from the very beginning to the end of his term in
office.
“He was a neat guy to talk to,” said Johns. “He
was the only agent who was with Quayle for the
entire term. In fact, he told a humorous story of his
final ‘official’ photo with the Vice President.”
The visitor described that every agent has a
final official White House photo taken with the
person he has guarded. The problem was that this
agent had stayed with Quayle for a period even
after he left office. As he was walking out to a
parking garage with the former Vice President for

the last time, he joked that, because of the
extended duty, he never got his official photograph.
“He said, laughingly, that Vice President
Quayle stopped right there and had a third
person take a photo of the two of them on the
spot. The VP had the photo enlarged and
framed for the agent with a lengthy, touching
personal message. He really appreciated that.”
You never know who might walk in the door
to visit on any particular day. However, Johns
finds that it’s the people who just have a personal story or experience to share that may be the
most rewarding visit of all.
“I am here to teach them about the
Office of the Vice President, but often I am the
one who comes away having learned something new myself,” said Johns. “It is definitely
one of the best perks of having this job.”
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